
Explain why Hitler became the chancellor of Germany in January 1933.

(12)

Paragraph 1

Point: The Wall Street Crash had serious 

effects on Germany which led to a rise in 

support for the Nazis.

Evidence: Following the Wall Street Crash, 

many businesses went bust and by 1932 6 

million Germans were unemployed. There was a 

huge increase in violence and theft and many 

Germans were left homeless. 

Explain: This led to an increase in support for 

the Nazis because the Hitler seemed like a 

strong leader and he promised to give the 

workers ‘work and bread’, he also promised to 

protect the wealthier from the Communists. 

This led to the Nazis winning 38% of the vote 

in July 1932, which made the Nazis the 

biggest party in the Reichstag. This meant 

that Hitler could now demand to be made 

chancellor.

Analysis: This is a really important reason 

because if the Nazis had not been able to get 

the largest share of the vote, Hitler would not 

have been made chancellor. However, it was not 

enough on its own because the president hated 

Hitler and didn’t want to make him chancellor.

                   

Paragraph 2

Point: Hindenburg hated Hitler but was 

persuaded by von Papen to make him chancellor.

Evidence:

Explain: 

Analysis: Von Papen’s decision to make Hitler 

chancellor was fatal. Without this and von 

Hindenburg's agreement, Hitler was unlikely to 

become chancellor. However it was the success 

of the Nazis in the elections that forced them 

to make this decision.

Paragraph 3

Point: Hitler used the depression to promote 

the Nazis and the SA to disrupt other parties, 

leading to him gaining the largest share of the 

vote.

Evidence:

Explain: 

Analysis:

This should be 

one sentence 

outlining what 

the paragraph 

will be about.

Aim for 2 

sentences. You 

should give the 

facts here. What 

happened? 

Who was 

involved? When 

did it happen?

This is 

where you 

are linking 

back to the 

question. 

How did the 

information 

you gave in 

the 

evidence 

part explain 

why it 

happened? 

Here you need to 

judge HOW

MUCH of a 

reason this is. 

Compare it to 

your other 

paragraphs, is 

this the most 

important 

reason? 

Why/why not?
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You may use the following in your answer:

• President Paul von Hindenburg

• The Wall Street Crash

You must also use information of your own.

Don’t forget!

Write three paragraphs so you also 

include information of your own!


