
My Plan 

Mary’s claim to the English throne 

foreign and home support for Mary  

her involvement in the plots 

c- the Babington Plot provided Elizabeth and Parliament with the excuse they needed but 

wasn’t really the main reason 

 I somewhat agree with the statement ‘The main reason Mary, 

Queen of Scots was executed was because she was involved in the 

Babington Plot.’ Because the Babington Plot provided parliament 

with the excuse, they needed to push Elizabeth for her execution, 

however the underlying reasons were that Mary posed a real 

threat to Elizabeth and parliament wanted to remove the threat. 

The Babington Plot was evidence that Mary and others were 

plotting to remove Elizabeth and replace her on the throne. The 

plan was for the Duke of Guise to invade England, murder 

Elizabeth and replace her with Mary. The plot also had the 

support of Phillip II and the Pope. Unlike previous plots, there 

was clear evidence of Mary’s involvement in the plot, Walsingham’s 

spy network had uncovered letters to and from Mary discussing 

the plot and hidden in beer barrels. There we are, I’ve just given a really short 

description of what happened in the Babington Plot and Mary’s involvement. This was 

crucial evidence for Parliament who had been looking to remove Mary since she arrived in 

England in 1568. It proved that Mary was committing treason against Elizabeth and 

gave parliament the opportunity to push Elizabeth to sign her death warrant and 

remove the threat of Mary for good.  In the end the evidence of Mary’s involvement in 

the Babington Plot was the chance Parliament was looking for, Mary’s continued 

presence in England meant that Elizabeth faced plots at home and abroad, all of which 

endangered her life. The Babington plot provided the chance to remove the threat.  

_________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

‘The main reason Mary, Queen of Scots was executed was because she was involved in the 
Babington Plot.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer.  16 

It then goes on to say, You may use the following in your answer:  
• Walsingham 

• Parliament  
You must also use information of your own. 
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Mary posed a real and present threat to the security of Elizabeth’s throne. Her claim to 

the throne was supported by English and Foreign Catholics who were willing to go to any 

lengths to see Mary on the throne of England. However, just the fact of Mary’s 

existence was not enough to remove her. Elizabeth was unwilling to kill another anointed 

monarch without just cause. 
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In conclusion, the Babington plot provided parliament with the 

opportunity to show Elizabeth that Mary was a clear threat to 

her life and throne. Up to this point, Elizabeth had been 

reluctant to kill another anointed monarch due to the message it 

might send, she was also concerned about the threat it would 

create from foreign Catholic kings. However, with the evidence 

proving Mary’s role in the Babington plot along with the evidence of the other rebellions 

and plots, funded and supported by the Pope and Phillip II, Elizabeth had little choice 

but to sign the death warrant and order the execution of Mary Queen of Scots.  
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